
MARKET MACHINATIONS  
Friday 25th January 2019 
    

STORE 

 Numbers fell by over a third to 6171 head of very mixed quality penned.  
 Cattle were drawn from central Queensland to Bourke in a market that was generally 

firm to cheaper. 
 Steers under 280kgs were selling to 302c, most making from 240 to 280c. 
 Steers from 280 to 400kg range topped at 298c, and ranged from 240 to 280c. 
 Feeders from 400 to 550kgs sold to 248c and averaged 247c, 4c cheaper than last 

week.  
 Heifers under 280kgs continued to struggle topping at 250c, though most sold and 

varied wildly from 130 to 211c. 
 280 to 450kg heifers were 10-20c cheaper reaching 242c, and sold from 180 to 220c generally. 

 Processors paid to 235c for the most suitable kill types.  
 Top kill cows reached 210c, most making from 170 to 200c to be 7-12c cheaper. 
 Store cows were 10-20c cheaper and sold from 100 to 148c. 
 Cows and calves sold from $600 to $760 per unit. 

 

PRIME 

 Numbers eased slightly to 572 head in a yarding dominated by females.  
 The bulk of the usual processors were in attendance and operating in market that was firm to dearer.  
 Steers and bullocks sold to 265c, most from 245-260c, though in insufficient numbers for a reliable 

quote.  
 Export weight heifers sold to 240c, most from 210 to 230c with the lighter trade weights from 188-210c, 

heifers were 5-15c stronger.  
 Heavy 4 score cows made to 216c to be 2-4c dearer the bulk from 190-210c. 
 Medium weight and 3 score cows sold to 215c, and ranged from 175-195c to be 5-7c better. 
 Lightweight and boner cows sold from 130-175c to be 10-15c dearer. 
 Bulls were dearer selling to 219c. 
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THE WEEK AHEAD 

The weather remains the major influence on cattle markets this week with numbers tighter and values edging 
higher for some descriptions. If cattle numbers being offered can remain at reasonable levels without huge 
spikes it will give the limited number of buyers operating a chance to absorb the cattle on offer. This will also 
ensure no huge swings in values. The trend in the store steer market this week was firm to dearer for the better 
end of medium weight cattle on offer. Feeders struggled to clear the huge numbers of the previous week so 
some feeder cattle did ease. Little cattle continue to struggle and unfortunately, this trend will continue. The 
monsoon trough has finally appeared in the tropics, and not a moment too soon! It's not the latest start to the 
wet season; however, it would have had many northern producers scratching their heads. Let's hope it moves 
south and drops some moisture into central Queensland as well. Any break, anywhere, will help. Prime cattle 
lifted this week, and with numbers short, this should help to keep values strong.  
 

**AGENTS** 
Duncan McLeod 0428 225 727    Cameron Adcock 0428 988 252 

Seamus Filan 0428 462 312    Wayne Scriven 0447 976 097  
 

**MAA AGENTS FOR DATAMARS NLIS TAGS & ZEETAGS **  
 

 

EYCI:  474.50, Down 3.25;   30-DAY SOI:  -0.88, Down 0.56;    AUD $: US $:  0.7098, Down .009 
 

Source: MLA< USDA and other commercially available information. Disclaimer: MAA shall not be responsible for any loss, damage or expense, which may be sustained by any reader of this report due to neglect, omission, 
delay or failure on the part of MAA in its report on market conditions. Although every care has been taken in compiling the report, it is stressed that its content is an opinion only and not be taken as any more than that. 

 

CATEGORY 

LIVEWEI

GHT 
HSCW 

PRICE 

RANGE 
LWT Eq. MOVEMENT 

 
Trade Feeder Steers 

300-400kg n/a n/a n/q NC 

Trade Feeder Heifers 300-400kg n/a n/a n/q NC 

Heavy Feeders 350-500kg n/a n/a 280 - 300c 
 

NC 
 

Angus Feeders 380-520kg n/a n/a 325 – 360c        NC 

0 – 2T (MSA) 530-730kg 240-340kg 530 - 555c 288 - 302c 
 

NC 

 
4 – 8T 550-730kg 300-420kg 530 - 545c  288 - 297c 

 

NC 
 

Cows 440-475kg 200-300kg 435 - 460c        208 - 220c 
 

NC 
 


