
MARKET MACHINATIONS  
Friday 12th April 2019 
    

STORE 

 Numbers lifted by 228% to 11,476 head for this week’s Roma Store Sale. 
 Quality was mixed with cattle penned from as far south as Condobolin to the usual 

Maranoa and Warrego areas. 
 Values for all but the best quality cattle eased by 3-10c though heifers under 280kgs that 

made up to 40% of the yarding fell by 10-30c. 
 Steers under 280kgs sold to 324c, most from 260 to 290c. 
 Steers from 280 to 400kg reached 296c the bulk from 270 to 290c.  
 Feeder steers topped at 292c and averaged 281c.  
 Heifers under 280kgs sold to 276c the bulk making from 180 to 220c. 
 Heifers from 280 to 450kg topped at 276c most from 220 to 250c. 
 Processors paid from 220 to 245c for the best kill heifers. 
 Kill cows ranged from 170 to 210c and topped at 220c. 
 Store and boner cows were 8-10c cheaper selling from 120 to 170c. 
 Cows and calves sold to $700 per unit in a small offering.  

 

PRIME 

 Roma agents penned 615 predominately cows for this week’s prime sale. 
 All the usual processors were in attendance and operating in a market generally firm to dearer for cows, 

and firm for the balance. 
 Steers and bullocks sold to 281c, the better types from 250-280c, the plainer and lighter end from 230-

252c. 
 Export weight heifers reached 252c, all the better heifers selling from 230-350c. 
 Heavy 4 score cows were 5c better selling to 225c, the bulk making from 190-215c. 
 Medium weight and 3 score cows ranged from 160-193c to be 5-10c dearer. 
 Light weight and boner cows sold from 120-180c depending quality and condition. 
 Bulls also kicked to top at 248c.  
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THE WEEK AHEAD 

Numbers lifted considerably this week with the cattle sell off returning in earnest. Across the eastern seaboard 
slaughter numbers remain ahead of the last two years throughput. For the week ending the 5th April Queensland 
slaughter levels were 10% higher while NSW and Victorian kills were 20% plus higher. This spike in kills has 
coincided with a lift in demand for grinding beef to the US that has seen prices at levels not seen since 2015. 
This lift in demand has come when interest for Australian beef is also widespread across SE Asia. China is 
importing greater quantities of Australian beef as well as lamb and mutton. The growing Chinese middle class is 
looking to buy food from countries with a clean and green image, particularly while the Chinese pork industry 
battles a crippling outbreak of swine fever. Unfortunately, for producers until we see numbers falter the true 
benefit of these lifts in demand for Australian beef will only trickle through to them. Store cattle eased this week 
under a sheer weight in numbers with heifers under 280kgs feeling the brunt of the fall. Again, numbers will 
hold the key this coming week. 

**AGENTS** 
 

Duncan McLeod 0428 225 727    Cameron Adcock 0428 988 252 

Seamus Filan 0428 462 312    Wayne Scriven 0447 976 097  
 

**MAA AGENTS FOR DATAMARS NLIS TAGS & ZEETAGS **  
 

EYCI:  481.00, Down 24.00;   30-DAY SOI:  -1.53, Up 3.28;    AUD $: US $:  0.7127, Up .0002 
 

Source: MLA< USDA and other commercially available information. Disclaimer: MAA shall not be responsible for any loss, damage or expense, which may be sustained by any reader of this report due to neglect, omission, 
delay or failure on the part of MAA in its report on market conditions. Although every care has been taken in compiling the report, it is stressed that its content is an opinion only and not be taken as any more than that. 

 
CATEGORY 

LIVEWEIGHT HSCW 
PRICE 
RANGE 

LWT Eq. MOVEMENT 

 

Trade Feeder Steers 
300-400kg n/a n/a 260-270 NC 

Trade Feeder Heifers 300-400kg n/a n/a 250-260 NC 

Heavy Feeders 350-500kg n/a n/a 280 - 300c 
 

NC 

 
Angus Feeders 380-520kg n/a n/a 315 – 330c        NC 

0 – 2T (MSA) 530-730kg 240-340kg 540 - 560c 292 - 302c 
 

NC 
 

4 – 8T 550-730kg 300-420kg 525 - 535c  284 - 289c 
 

NC 

 
Cows 440-475kg 200-300kg 360 - 440c        173 - 211c 

 
NC 

 


