
MARKET MACHINATIONS  
Friday 21st August 2020 
WEEKLY SALE 

 Numbers lifted to 5857 head an increase of 1870 on last week’s sale. 

 Cattle were drawn from Hughenden, Winton, Longreach, the Central West, Warrego and 

Maranoa districts in a mixed quality yarding. 

 Steers under 280kgs were firm to dearer depending on quality to reach 536c, most making from 
440-502c. 

 Steers 280-400kgs were firm to easier topping at 488c, the bulk from 380-420c. 

 Feeders from 400-550kg sold to 401c and averaging 359c to be 5c cheaper. 

 Processors paid from 270-310c for suitable steers and bullocks.  

 Heifers under 280kgs topped at 520c (sold by Brett and Jacque Green), to be 20c plus dearer and ranged 

from 330-444c. 

 Heifers 280-450kg reached 411c most from 380-388c. 

 Heifers for the trade sold from 290-330c. 

 Heavy 4 score cows were 8-10c cheaper topping at 286c, most from 260-280c. 

 Medium weight and 3 score cows were cheaper selling from 240-270c. 

 Lightweight and store cows were dearer selling from 240-316c.  

 Bulls were cheaper without a major processor operating to sell from 240-266c, while restockers paid from 
300-450c for young bulls. 

 Cows and calves were penned in insufficient numbers to quote. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD  

The trend for weaker numbers in the yards reversed this week with Roma seeing a rise of nearly 25% to just under 
6000. The EYCI continued its dizzying run to reach 776c up 17.5c on the previous week. It seems another week, 

another record! Light cattle representing fewer dollars have come to the fore with many restockers becoming very 

dollar conscious. Works throughput has fallen off the cliff with the eastern states seeing a 30% decline to the lowest 
levels seen since the winter of 2008. I know that some processors in Victoria are on reduced shifts due to COVID-19, 

while others think it is all a little tough; however, the trend of lowering supply has been in plain sight for some time. 
On the overseas front beef, demand from China remains strong on the back of the ongoing pork shortage due to 

African swine fever. The two biggest winners in the Chinese market have been Brazil and Argentina whose market 
shares have grown to 35% and 22% respectively. This has been aided by a strengthening Aussie to the US dollar, 

while both these countries’ currencies have weakened against the US dollar. Assessing these figures from the MLA, it’s 

interesting to see Australia’s beef value to China is lifting. Grainfed exports are now making up a third of Australia’s 
exports to China, while chilled exports are also on the rise. Obviously Australian product is not competitive at present 

in the manufacturing segment, and this probably isn’t our target segment anyway? We need to be seen ongoing as 
the best producers of a quality, environmentally aware, reliable, tasty beef. 
 

**ROMA STORE SALE ** 
25th August, 2020 Commencing 8:00 am 

400 Charolais X, Santa Charolais X  mixed sex weaners 230-330kg 

These calves were yard weaned 6 weeks ago and will present in store condition. 
 HGP Free - ONE BRAND A/C THE BREEDER 

They are usually backgrounded for the feeder markets and are only being offered due to the sale of the property. 
 

For further information contact Duncan McLeod 0428 225 727 
 

**AGENTS**           
Duncan McLeod 0428 225 727    Cameron Adcock 0428 988 252 

Seamus Filan 0428 462 312    Sam Scott 0438 321 215   Wayne Scriven 0447 976 097   
 

30-DAY SOI:  6.65 Up 2.13;   EYCI:  776.00 Up 17.50;   AUD $: US $:  0.7207 Up .0042 
 

Source: MLA< USDA another commercially available information. Disclaimer: MAA shall not be responsible for any loss, damage or expense, which may be sustained by any reader of this report due to neglect, omission, delay or failure on 

the part of MAA in its report on market conditions. Although every care has been taken in compiling the report, it is stressed that its content is an opinion only and not be taken as any more than that. 

 

CATEGORY 
LIVEWEIGHT HSCW 

PRICE 

RANGE 
LWT Eq. MOVEMENT 

 
Trade Feeder Steers 

300-400kg n/a n/a 370 – 400c         NC 

Trade Feeder Heifers 300-400kg n/a n/a 350 – 380c NC 

Heavy Feeders 350-500kg n/a n/a 360 - 390c 
 

NC 
 

Angus Feeders 380-520kg n/a n/a 400 – 450c         NC 

0 – 4T (MSA) 530-730kg 240-340kg 570 - 655c 307 - 354c 
           

NC 

4 – 8T 550-730kg 300-420kg 550 - 640c  297 - 346c 
                

NC 
 

Cows 440-475kg 200-300kg 480 - 570c        230 - 238c                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
                   

NC 

 


