
MARKET MACHINATIONS  
Friday 13th December 2019 
STORE 

 Numbers fell very slightly to 5467 head for this week’s store sale. 

 Cattle were drawn from the central west, Warrego and the Maranoa in a market that was 

mixed.  

 Steers under 280kgs were firm to cheaper on quality to top at 308c, most from 240-290c. 

 Steers 280-400kgs were also firm to cheaper reaching 308c, though most sold from 250-
288c. 

 Steers 400-550kgs were 5-10c cheaper selling to 316c, the bulk from 240-275c. 

 Heifers under 280kgs were firm to 10c cheaper reaching 264c, most from 180-240c. 

 Heifers from 280-450kgs went against the trend to be 5-7c dearer selling to 270c, the bulk from 220-262c. 

 Heifers for the processors sold from 220-255c. 

 Heavy cows met restricted competition and sold to 210c, most from 185-205c. 

 Medium weight and boner cows sold from 170-200c. 

 Store and plainer boner cows were firm to dearer with feeder operators paying from 140-175c.  

PRIME 

  NEXT PRIME SALE 2020 TO BE ADVISED 
  
   

          '--17 '--18 '—19 
 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
Markets were subdued this week; numbers back and values moving either way of last week. Two of Queensland 

major processors failed to attend many centres this week which saw some shift in values for prime cattle, however 
quality was also lacking in many yarding’s. Store cattle were patchy with quality lines still attracting attention while 

lighter plainer condition cattle continue to struggle. The EYCI was at 498.25c as of this week, a lift of over 100c from 
the year’s low point of 385.5c in mid-March. Finished cattle have traded at a premium to the EYCI all year. Exporters 

had a stellar year with Australia sending 1.11 million tonnes shipped weight of beef, the third highest year after 2014 

and 2015. Grassfed beef lifted by 10%, or 73,500t while grainfed was 2% higher or 5000t. As we have alluded to all 
year, and for certainly the second half of the year China has lead the way for importers. MLA released the figures up 

to the end of November with China and Japan sharing the podium at 24%. If the trend is the same for December, 
China will displace Japan on tonnage imported. I think you would find though value wise Japan would remain number 

one due to the countries fondest for grainfed product. China’s vast appetite for Australian beef, and incidentally lamb 

and mutton has forced values higher. 90 CL beef to the US this year has been at record levels, the high point being 
968Ac/kg. Presently the quote for 90CL is 928Ac/kg. Unfortunately, with supply far above 2018 due to the horrible 

weather many producers have been unable to capitalise on these premiums. Throughput across the eastern seaboard 
was up again for the week ending the 6th, with Queensland topping 80,000 head. It cannot last, and it won’t! It will 

rain and I have begged Santa for this Christmas; I’ll happily forgo all my other presents. To all readers have a safe 

and WET Christmas. Please try and have a break for Chrissy day at least? 
 

 
 

**AGENTS** 
Duncan McLeod 0428 225 727    Cameron Adcock 0428 988 252 

Seamus Filan 0428 462 312    Wayne Scriven 0447 976 097  
 

EYCI: 495.75, Down 4 .00;   30-DAY SOI:  -4.71, Up 1.46;    AUD $: US $:  0.6922; Up .0077 
 

Source: MLA< USDA another commercially available information. Disclaimer: MAA shall not be responsible for any loss, damage or expense, which may be sustained by any reader of this report due to neglect, omission, 
delay or failure on the part of MAA in its report on market conditions. Although every care has been taken in compiling the report, it is stressed that its content is an opinion only and not be taken as any more than that. 

 

CATEGORY 
LIVEWEIGHT HSCW 

PRICE 

RANGE 
LWT Eq. MOVEMENT 

 
Trade Feeder Steers 

300-400kg n/a n/a 290 – 320c        NC 

Trade Feeder Heifers 300-400kg n/a n/a 270 – 290c NC 

Heavy Feeders 350-500kg n/a n/a 305 - 320c 
 

NC 

 

Angus Feeders 380-520kg n/a n/a 300 – 330c         NC 

0 – 4T (MSA) 530-730kg 240-340kg 585 - 615c 315 - 332c 
           

NC 

4 – 8T 550-730kg 300-420kg 570 - 595c  308 - 321c 
                

NC 

 
Cows 440-475kg 200-300kg 440- 505c        211 – 242c 

                   

NC 
 


